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FCW Movie 
Madness
The Sweet 16 pairings in Fed-
eral Computer Week’s best
government-themed movie
competition provided some in-
teresting results, from a cul-
tural and historical perspective.

“In the Line of Fire,” which
stars Clint Eastwood as an ag-
ing Secret Service agent still

scarred by the assassination of
President Kennedy, trounced
Oliver Stone’s “JFK” by a 40-
point margin. It would seem a
story of redemption wins out
over paranoia. Readers had a
more difficult time choosing
between two movies about po-
litical corruption: “All the Pres-
ident’s Men” had a one-vote
lead over “The Manchurian

Candidate” when the race was
called.

Perhaps the most intriguing
bracket in the quarterfinals pits
“The American President,”
Aaron Sorkin’s view of politics
in Washington, against “Mr.
Smith Goes to Washington.”
Jimmy Stewart’s classic movie
opened with a sizable lead, just
as predicted by political movie

prognosticator Anne Arm-
strong, who also happens to be
president of the 1105 Govern-
ment Information Group,
FCW’s parent company.

Looking ahead, the Final
Four could feature “Black
Hawk Down” vs. “The Hunt
for Red October,” a Hollywood
equivalent of the Army vs.
Navy game. ■
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Circuit

Air Force One
(1997) 49%

Mr. Smith Goes to
Washington (1939) 67%

Enemy of the 
State (1998) 33%

War Games (1983) 62%

The Good Shep-
herd (2006) 38%

JFK (1992) 27%

In the Line of Fire
(1993) 73%

49% The Fugitive
(1993)

51% Black Hawk
Down (2001)

50.5% All the 
President’s Men (1976)

49.5% Manchurian 

Candidate (1962)

46% Wag the
Dog (1997)

54% The Silence of
the Lambs (1991)

55% The Hunt for
Red October (1990)

45% The Jack Ryan
movies

FCW’s best government-themed movie bracket

In the Line of Fire 

War Games

Mr. Smith Goes 
to Washington

The American 
President 

The American 
President (1995) 51%

Black Hawk Down

All the 
President’s Men

The Silence 
of the Lambs

The Hunt for 
Red October 

Champion


