
B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

A few agencies control
demand for clearances
A new survey conducted by 
Federal Computer Week found
that most employees with 
security clearances work for 
the Defense and Homeland Secu-
rity departments and intelligence
agencies. 

Here are the results from 665 
government and industry 
officials who were asked about
where cleared employees work
and their perceptions of how 
long it takes to complete a 
secret clearance.
Source: Federal Computer Week 

Companies’ perceptions 
about how long it takes to complete 

a secret clearance application:

Percent of cleared employees companies
say they need to fulfill their contracts

with various federal agencies:

24% of companies say 
it takes 180-270 days

3% of companies say it takes
fewer than 90 days

27% of companies 
say they don’t know

17% of companies
say it takes more

than 1 year

16% of companies
say it takes more

than 270 days

13% of companies say it
takes 90-180 days

51% 
of companies
have half or

more of their
cleared 

employees
working for 
the Defense 
Department.

67%
of companies

have one-
quarter or

fewer of their
cleared 

employees
working for

other civilian
agencies.

68%
of companies
have half or

fewer of 
their cleared 

employees
working 
for other 

intelligence
agencies.

68%
companies 
have one-
quarter or 

fewer of their
cleared 

employees
working for 

the Homeland
Security

Department.


